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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 



Please send the names of all desiring to 
join or who are disposed to consider it to 
the secretary at headquarters and a per- 
sonal note and application form will be 
promptly sent. Or the applicant can send 
without further formality his or her name, 
address and position in library, together 
with a check or money order for $3.00 
($2.00 for the annual dues for 1917 and 
$1.00 for the constitutionally required in- 
itiation fee). 

CO-OPERATIVE INDEXES 

A certain public library has an extensive 
card index relating to poetry, supplement- 
ing Granger; another library has a song 
index and an index to piano music; an- 
other has an index to famous works of 
art, where they are located, what repro- 
ductions can be had, and so forth. There 
must be a considerable number of such 
indexes in the large libraries of the coun- 
try, all of which could be used co-opera- 
tively. Most of these libraries would 
doubtless gladly answer inquiries sent on 
return postcards, if the information could 
be found in the index they possess. 

A member of the A. L. A. Publishing 
Board questions if it would not be a good 
scheme to ask libraries which have special 
indexes on any subjects, and which would 
be willing to co-operate in furnishing in- 
formation contained therein, to send a 
description of such indexes to the A. L. A. 
office, so that these indexes may be listed 
in a little leaflet and sent to the reference 
librarians of the country. 

This seems to the secretaary like a 
very good and practical scheme and he 
would be more than pleased to receive in- 
formation from librarians anywhere and 
everywhere regarding special indexes of 
this sort. This data would be thrown 
together in inexpensive form and given 
wide distribution. 

It is unlikely that any one library would 
be overwhelmed with requests for informa- 
tion, but the occasional aid that might be 
rendered through such a co-operative use 
of indexes might in the long run help in 
very worthy cases. 



CHICAGO MIDWINTER MEETINGS 

The usual midwinter meetings will be 
held in Chicago, with headquarters at the 
Hotel La Salle, where last year's meetings 
were held. The following rates are offered: 

One Person: Room with detached bath, 
$1.50 and up per day; room with private 
bath, $2.00 and up per day. 

Two Persons: Room with detached bath, 
$3.00. 

Two Connecting Rooms with Bath: Two 
persons, $4.50 and $8.00 per day; four per- 
sons, $7.00 and $12.00 per day. 

Reservations should be made directly 
with the hotel. 



The Council will hold two sessions, the 
mornings of Thursday, December 28 and 
Friday, the 29th. The meetings will be 
open to all librarians who wish to attend. 
Three topics will be discussed: 

1. Valuation of library books for Insur- 
ance. 

2. Standardization of library service. 

3. What more can the Publishing Board 
do? 

4. Sponsorship for knowledge. 

The president and program committee 
desire real discussion of these topics, and 
the lack of all formality and formal papers. 
Each member of the Council is urged to 
contribute to the discussion. Two or three 
committees will probably also report 
briefly. 

The annual meeting of the League of 
Library Commissions will meet, with ses- 
sions on the afternoons of December 28 
and 29. The tentative program is as fol- 
lows: 

First Session 

Summer library schools. Training given 
by library commissions, Clara Baldwin, 
Minnesota. 

Certification of librarians. P. L. Wind- 
sor, Urbana, Illinois. 

Aims and underlying principles of com- 
mission work. H. N. Sanborn, Indiana. 

Second Session 

State library extension. Miss Mary 
E. Downey, Utah. 
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Business meeting. 

Reports: 
Secretary-treasurer. 
Standing committees. 
Special committees. 

Election. 

The Executive Board of the A. L. A. 
will meet ou Thursday evening, December 
28. 

The A. L. A. Publishing Board will meet 
at a time to be decided later. 

The Association of American Library 
Schools will meet on Saturday, December 
30, both morning and afternoon and mem- 
bers will lunch together on that day. 

The university librarians and the col- 
lege librarians will have their usual in- 
formal round tables, the latter on Satur- 
day morning and afternoon, December 30. 
Dates for the former are not yet definitely 
settled. 

The Bibliographical Society of America 
will meet on Thursday afternoon, the 28th, 
and the Council of the Bibliographical 
Society on Friday afternoon, the 29th. 

All of these meetings will be held at the 
Hotel La Salle. 

The Chicago Library Club will entertain 
visiting librarians and their friends on 
Friday evening, December 29, at the Hotel 
La Salle, and all are cordially Invited. 

Those having charge of any meetings not 
here referred to should make arrange- 
ments for suitable rooms cither direct 
with the management of the Hotel La 
Salle, or through the secretary of the 
A. L. A. 



CONCERNING BRANCH LIBRARIES 

An Analysis and Tabulation 

By W. Dawson Johnston, 

Librarian St. Paul Public Library 

In May the following questions were 
sent out by the secretary of the American 
Library Association to the 59 libraries 
which, on their A. L. A. statistical form, 
reported branches: How many of your 
branch library buildings are owned by the 
library? What was the total cost of those 
t uildings (exclusive of grounds) ? 

The results of the inquiry prove nothing 
as to the importance of separate library 
buildings compared with branches in 
schools or other public buildings. They 
do, however, suggest requirements as to 
number of buildings and cost which should 
be looked upon as minimum in communi- 
ties in which the publl^ schools are not 
built for community library service. 

Out of 59 reporting library branches, 38 
reported one or more branch buildings 
owned by the library. The total number 
of buildings is 174; the total cost of them 
$5,926,188.32. 

Of 8 cities having over 500,000 popula- 
tion according to the census of 1910, 5 re- 
port branch buildings; of 11 cities having 
from 250,000 to 500,000 population -5 re- 
port branch buildings; of 31 cities having 
from 100,000 to 250,000, 12 report branch 
buildings; and 59 cities having from 50,000 
to 100,000 population, 8 report branch 
buildings. 
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Average cost per building $34,058.00 $52,967.00 $33,237.00 $25,915.00 $29,393.00 

Average cost per capita .60 .89 .61 .56 .60 

No. of buildings per capita, 1 to each 60,182 59,393 54,197 50,648 49,057 

No. of buildings per acre, 1 to every 11,745 17,840 36,763 54,925 



State and town Population, 1910 Area, Acres 

Alabama: 

Birmingham 132,685 455,334.4 

California: 

Oakland 150,174 29,248 



Branch Buildings Total Cost 

3 $ 30,000.00 

4 140,000.00 



